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FOR CHARGE FROM NEA - SAUNDERS 
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SUBJECT: AMBASSADOR SALAH'S MEETING WITH ASSISTANT SECRETARY 
SAUNDERS: MIDDLE EAST DEVELOPMENTS 

1 . JORDANIAN AMBASSADOR SALAH MET WITH SAUNDERS ON AFTER- 
NOON OF JUNE 19 AT FORMER'S REQUEST TO DISCUSS GENERAL 
MIDDLE EASTERN DEVELOPMENTS. SALAH MENTIONED IMPORTANCE OF 
CURRENT JOINT MILITARY COMMISSION MEETINGS, EMPHASIZING BIN 
SHAKER'S KEY ROLE AS ADVISER AND CLOSE FRIEND TO HUSSEIN. 
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2. SALAH EXPRESSED HIS GENERAL CONCERN THAT EVENTS WERE 
NOT PROGRESSING VERY FAST IN THE MIDDLE EAST, AND WONDERED 
WHAT THE NEXT STEPS MIGHT BE IN THE WAKE OF THE ISRAELI 
"RECLAMA'' (IN HIS VIEW NOT A SATISFACTORY REPLY) TO THE U.S. 

QUESTIONS. SAUNDERS INDICATED THAT WE WOULD NOT BE SAYING 
ANYTHING IN THE NEXT FEW DAYS TO CHARACTERIZE THE ISRAELI 
RESPONSE AND THAT WE WOULD BE WORKING TO GET THE NEGOTIA- 
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TIONS STARTED AGAIN, TAKING INTO ACCOUNT THE ISRAELI STATE- 
MENT AS AN INDICATOR OF THEIR NEGOTIATING POSTURE AND NOT 
THE FINAL OUTCOME TO THE NEGOTIATIONS. SAUNDERS STRESSED 
THE IMPORTANCE OF BRINGING THE JORDANIANS INTO THE NEGOTIA- 
TIONS AT THE PROPER TIME, RECOGNIZING THAT CERTAIN STEPS 
WOULD BE NECESSARY FOR THAT TO OCCUR. 

3. SALAH ALSO ASKED ABOUT THE "AMERICAN PLAN" IN THE 
NEGOTIATIONS, STATING HIS HOPE THAT THERE WOULD BE ONE LEST 
THE PEACE INITIATIVE BE LOST. SALAH SAID THAT LAST FALL WE 
HAD BEEN ONLY A SMALL STEP AWAY FROM A PEACEFUL SETTLEMENT. 
THEN THE MOMENTUM STARTED TO DECLINE AND THERE SEEMED TO 
ENSUE CONTINUOUS DELAYS. SAUNDERS SAID THAT HE SHARED THE 
SENTIMENT THAT THE PEACE MOMENTUM NOT BE LOST, BUT THERE 
WERE UNAVOIDABLE DELAYS, SUCH AS THE ISRAELI ANNIVERSARY 
CELEBRATION AND THE TIME INVOLVED FOR THE AIRCRAFT PACKAGE. 

4. SALAH INDICATED THAT HE WAS HAPPY THAT TIME HAD BEEN 
LOST FOR THE AIRCRAFT PACKAGE (GIVEN THE OUTCOME). SALAH 
COMMENTED ON THE EDUCATION PROCESS THAT WAS GOING ON FOR 
THE AMERICAN PUBLIC, AND BELIEVED THAT THE SUCCESS ACHIEVED 
IN THE AIRCRAFT PACKAGE WAS AN INDICATION OF THAT PROCESS. 
INITIALLY, AND THEN AGAIN IN CLOSING, SALAH PRAISED THE 
SAUNDERS STATEMENT BEFORE THE HOUSE SUBCOMMITTEE ON EUROPE 
AND THE MIDDLE EAST FOR BOTH ITS CLARITY AND COMPREHENSIVE 
NATURE, AND INQUIRED AS TO HOW IT HAD BEEN RECEIVED ON THE 
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HILL. SAUNDERS INDICATED THAT WE HAD RECEIVED NO NEGATIVE 
COMMENTS ON IT. AND THERE WAS GENERAL AGREEMENT WITH THE 
SUBSTANCE OF THE APPROACH. 

5. SALAH INQUIRED INTO THE UPCOMING VISIT OF THE VICE 
PRESIDENT MONDALE TO ISRAEL AND ASKED IF HE WOULD BE 
CARRYING ANY POLITICAL MESSAGE. SAUNDERS, WHILE INDICATING 
THAT ANY HIGH-LEVEL VISIT HAS CERTAIN POLITICAL OVERTONES. 
STRESSED THE BILATERAL AND CEREMONIAL NATURE OF THE VISIT 
IN CONNECTION WITH ISRAEL'S 30TH ANNIVERSARY. 

6. WE ASSUME AMBASSADOR'S CALL WAS IN THE NATURE OF A 
DELAYED COURTESY CALL AND THAT HE SIMPLY USED THE RECENT 
ISRAELI RESPONSE TO OUR QUESTIONS AS THE PEG ON WHICH TO 
HANG THE CONVERSATION. 

CHRISTOPHER 
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